2021 UDIA Urban Futures State Conference
About the Speakers
PROPERTY AND MARKET INSIGHTS
Michael Matusik | Director, Matusik Missive
Michael Matusik is an independent housing market analyst. He is considered, by some, as a thought-leader
in the Australian housing industry. Michael wonders if that is really true but he does try to be a voice of
reason within the real estate industry. Michael’s regular emails – The Matusik Missive - are considered, by
many, as ‘must reads’. The Matusik Missive bridges the gap between spruik and reality; explaining things in
layman terms and only in a few minutes each post. Michael heads Matusik Property Insights, which he
established in 1998. Matusik Property Insights provides: Housing market analysis, Residential project
advice, and Presentations (workshops) like this one.

ECONOMIC UPDATE
Besa Deda | Chief Economist, St George Bank
Besa is the Chief Economist of the St.George Banking Group, which includes St.George, Bank of Melbourne,
BankSA and RAMS. Besa has been in this role since 2008. As the Bank’s economic spokesperson, Besa is
responsible for research on the economy and financial markets. She formulates views and forecasts on the
outlook for the economy, interest rates and currencies and manages a team of economists. Besa gives
regular presentations and often appears in the media reporting on economic conditions.Prior to this role,
Besa held Senior Strategist and Economist roles with the Commonwealth Bank covering fixed income,
foreign ex-change, macroeconomics and equities.

STATE POPULATION STRATEGY AND INSIGHTS
Alison Lloydd-Wright | Executive Director, Department of the Premier and Cabinet
More details available soon

PLANNING REFORMS UPDATE
Michael Lennon | Chair, State Planning Commission
Michael’s 25-year international career in housing, planning and urban development includes a position
as CEO of the Glasgow Housing Asso-ciation, where he oversaw the largest housing stock transfer in
Europe. Prior to this he was the first CEO of Housing New Zealand Corporation. In 2008, Michael established
and began the growth of Housing Choices Australia, where he has been Managing Director since 2014.

RENEWAL SA BRIEFING
Chris Menz | Chief Executive, Renewal SA
A highly driven property leader in South Australia, Chris provides strategic leadership at Renewal SA to drive
investment and growth, on behalf of our state government. Together with the private sector, Renewal SA
unlocks the potential of property and delivers projects that stimulate growth and investment for our state.
Chris’ passion for the property industry spans over 20 years and roles across consultancy, private
development sector and government. Chris has worked with both listed and private property development
groups in Queensland, South Australia and Northern Territory, on many flagship projects, with the majority of
his time spent leading significant projects here in South Australia.

Book now at www.udiasa.com.au | Contact: events@udiasa.com.au

